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5 lN CE che clandeſtine trade of 
8 wool and woollen goods from Ireland to 
places abroad, has lately made a great 
Sl noiſe, and the parliaments of Britain and 


Ireland have thought it neceſſary to con- 
fader ks any more effectual laws can be made, or 
other methods found out to prevent this clandeſtine 
trade; I think it my duty, at ſo critical a juncture, be 
ing a well-wiſher to the joint intereſt of both king- 
doms, to lay my thoughts before you, and, in as con- 
3 ' ciſe a manner as I can, to offer you ſome reaſons, 
which weigh with me, to ſhew, that tho the quantity 
of wool, and woollen and bay yarn, ſent into England 
at preſent, be leſs than it formerly was, and is daily de- 
creaſing 3 yet it is not occaſion d from a greater quantity 
0 of wool or woollen manufactures run abroad at 
| this time, but from other cauſes ; and ſince I have rea- 
ſon to believe that England will always prohibit our 
| woollen trade abroad, I will humbly offer, what I 
think the moſt effectual and prudent method to prevent 
it, and which, at the fame time, will be perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the good of boy * 
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N order to this I muſt look a little back, and ob- 
ſerve the different ſituation of affairs in Ireland, and 
the different circumſtances it is now in, from what it 
was im before the late happy revolution, both in reſpect 
to its wealth and number of inhabitants, and alſo in 
reſpect to their employment. | | 

HE wool, and woollen yarn enter'd for England 
in 1687, was 285 125 ſtones, each containing 16 pounds; 
in 1698, 377520 ſuch ſtones were exported from 
hence; and in 1727, at a medium of 8 years, there 
were 227049 ſtones of wool; &c. annually exported : 
but from lady-day 1725 to lady-day 1731, at a me- 
dium of 6 years, there have been annually exported but 
148002 ſtones of wook and yarn. | 

THE number of perſons in Ireland in 1622 were 
computed at 1,100,000; and in 1684 they were again 
compũted at 12504090. | Ter Ne 

the reduction of Tre/and the numbets were 
leſſen d; and by Mr. South's account, did not in 1695 
exceed 1,040,000. In the year 1725 they were again, 
at a low eſtimate, computed at 1, 670, %% dł]WM )]. 
From the time of the great devaſtation made in Ire- 
land by the rebellion in 1641, until after the reftoration 
in «> 4 few, except the debenturers, durſt venture to 
come over to reſide in this kingdom; and the incou- 
ragement given to papiſts towards the end of king 
Charles the IId's reign, from the hopes they had of a 
popiſh ſucceſſor, was a diſcouragement at that time to 
proteſtants coming over to reſide in Ireland. 
FT Rus for want of a ſufficient number of people, 
and becauſe thoſe we had were very indolent by reaſon 
of the cheapneſs of land and proviſions, almoſt all our 
lands were employ'd in grazing cattle and fheep; this 
neceſſarily occaſion d the exportation of a great quan- 
tity of wool _— into England; for a ſmall quan- 
tity of corn was ſufficient to feed our people at home. 
As our numbers inerealed to upwards of 1,200,000 in 
1687, it is probable leſs wool was then 2 4 4 than 
from the reſtoration to that time, by our having more 
lands under tillage to maintain our increaſing numbers; 
and conſequently leſs land would be under ſheep: more 
wool was alſo us d at home for our. own conſumption, 
which would ſome what leſſen the quantity exported. 
AFTER the revolution, our numbers bei 2 
0 en 
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leſſen d about one fifth, it was natural for gentlemen to 
do their utmoſt to increaſe their ſheep, their lands then 
lying waſte: this occafion'd the increaſe of our wool 
in 1698; ſo that beſides what we manufactur d at home, 
we exported about 93000 ſtone more than in 1687. 
By the ſame way of reaſoning; out numbers increa- 
ſing between 1698 to 1725, from leſs than 1, 100, 00 
to about 156 70, oo, which is about half as many more 
as was then in the kingdom; by this, and the mereaſe 
of our linnensand other manufactures fince that time, 
which have brought us in much more wealth, we have 
not only employ d about half as much more of our 
lands in tillage to feed our people, but by the increaſe 
of luxury have ſpent more in proportion in houſe-keep- 
ing: this would conſequently leſſen our 
and the number of _ preſery'd for their wool, by 
turning more lands to tillage, and feeding black cattle 
for our ſuſtenance, and breeding more horſes to till our 
ues, and alſo conſuming moreſheepin our market: 
eſides, the wool conſum'd at home in cloathing above 
570,000 perfans more than in 1698, and thoſe cloath d 
at greater expence and with greater variety than for- 
merly, muſt greatly leſſen the exports of our wool and 
yarn to England. | 
FR oM this way of reafoning it is evident that the 
decreaſe: of the wool and yarn exported to England 
does not proceed from there being a greater quantity 
run abroad at this time, but from our ſheep-walks be 
ing leſſen d by the increaſe of our numbers, and em- 
ploying more of our land in tillage, and in keeping 
more horfes upon that account, in feeding black cattle, 
and in daries, by conſuming more ſheep and wool at 
home to feed and cloath us. 
FRou this we may alfo obſerve how wiſely England 
acted when it encourag'd the eſtabliſhment of the lin- 
nen and hempen manufactures in this kingdom: this 
England knew would be the only effectual way to em- 
ploy our poor, and prevent the increaſe of our wool. 
us obſerve how few ſheep there are in the linnen 
countries, in reſpect of what there were formerly when 
our numbers were fewer, and thoſe not employ'd: 
To do this effectually, I will take a ſhort view of the 
ſeveral. provinces and counties in this kingdom, and 
obſerye whether the ſheep have not been, and are 
| nor 
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not now annually decreaſing as our numbers inoreaſe f 


and are properly employ d. . 
TO Al with Ulſter, where our linnen-manufac- 
ture is ſpread almoſt univerſally. For theſe many years 
the ſheep bred and fed in Ulſter, are neither ſufficient 
to ſupply their markets with food, nor the inhabitants 
with wool for cloathing and other uſes ; they gene- 
rally buy wool in the other provinces to ſupply the 
fairs in Ulſter, for the uſe of the inhabitants; and the 
butchers go trequently out of the province to buy 
fat ſheep for the market. 
TRE counties of Donnegal, Derry; Tyrone and 
Antrim, were never properly 1 ountries, great 
of them being mountainy, an low grounds 
ing too moiſt ; and the ſheep there are neither ſo 
hope nor their fleeces ſo as thoſe in the richer 
and dryer lands in the 'other provinces. However, 
formerly they had more ſheep than fed and cloath'd 
the inhabitants, and had a wool-port at Ballintray, 
now diſus d, from whence they exported their wool 
to England. But now ſince the increaſe of our numbers, 


andthe employment of our hands in the linnen-manu- 


facture, they want wool from the other provinces, and 
the people there, and thro' the whole province, buy 
their ſtuffs and cloths in Dublin, to cloath moſt of 
the inhabitants. The counties of Fermanagh, Mona- 
ghan, and Cavan, have now no more ſheep than are 
ſufficient to ſupply themſelves and the neighbouring 
counties in Ulſter, tho part of the counties of Monaghan 
and Ca vas were formerly ſheep counties. Farmanagh 
being not proper for ſheep, employs its ground in 
rearing and feeding black catrle; Monaghan and Cavan 
being now enter'd upon the linnen-manufacture, em- 
ploy. great part of their labour in flax and ſpinning, 
which occaſions more land to be till d as their numbers 
increaſe. The counties of Armagh and Down, tho 
formerly in part proper for ſheep, yet now by increaſe 
of their numbers employ d in linnen, are become corn 
countries to ſupply their inland towns with 8 
and the ſea- coaſt of the county of Down, by the im- 
provement of its lands by marle, ſupplies Dublin with 
grain, where they have a conſtant market. Thus it is 
Plain, that the whole province of Ulſter has not ſhee 

or wool ſufficient for its own conſumption z and * 
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Leinſter, which was formerly all under ſheep, has 
— 5 h at this time to ſupply the demands of 
Une, without taking in ſome of- the neighbourmg 
Counties to its aſſiſtance. Drogheda, which was for- 
merly a great market for wool, where merchants made 
fortunes by exporting it to England, ſcarcely now 
ſends any thing to England but linnen yarn ; the face 
of trade being ſo much alter'd in 30 years: Moſt of 
the other counties in Leinſter have alſo plough'd up 
their ſheep-walks ; Meath is now entirely under tillage 
and cattle; the counties of Dublin, Kildare and Wick- 
low are under tillage and dairies; King's and Queens 

counties, Wexford and Kilkenny have few or no 
EXC ſome skirts that lie near Carlow and Weſt- 
meath, which are ſheep counties; tho? in thoſe alſo the 
ſheep ſeem to be decreaſing, for in Carlow they are 
ſetting up the linnen-manufacture, which in ſome 
time will leſſen the ſheep-walks. Weſtmeath, by being 
a neighbour to the ſpinning counties, is alſo falling into 
the linnen manufacture, and Longford is already em- 
loyd in it, and its land in tillage and grazing cattle; 
fo that only two counties in Leinſter, Carlow and 
Weſtmeath can be call'd ſheep counties. 08 
IN Connaught, the counties of Sligo and Leitrim are 
not proper for ſheep, being coarſe and wet, and are 
employ'd in tillage and grazing black cattle; ſo that 
only Roſcommon, with part of Galway and Mayo, are 
ſheep counties in that province; and in Mayo the 
manufacture of linnen is beginning to increaſe as well as 
in other parts of Connaught: This will gradually leſſen 
their ſheep-walks, as their numbers increaſe, by having 
a x gh and more lands being neceſſary to be 
er grain to maintain them. | 
In Munſter, the counties of Waterford, Kerry and 
Clare are mountainous, and not fir for- ſheep; and 
the greateſt hr of the counties of Cork and Limerick 
are employ d in tillage, in feeding cattle, and of late 
very much laid out in dairy farms; ſo that only Tippe- 
rary in Munſter can be call'd a ſheep county, and 
there the number of ſheep is much leſſen d. The 
$kirts of the counties of Cork and Limerick, which 
were formerly under are now chang'd into 
dairy farms; r by a fai and correct return made 
þy gentlemen from that county, to the chairman of 
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the woollen committee in parliament, it appers, that 
within theſe 14 years, in a, {mall diſtrict of four miles 
in the county of Liwerick, the ſheep were leſſen d in 
number about g waxy and in the barony of Lower 

Conellongh, they have decreaſed in that time from 
39100 to 7260. In the county of Cork, in the baro- 
nies of Orrery and Kilmore, Duhallaw and Farmoy, in 
that time they have decreaſed from 72100 to 17270 
in moſt other places they have decreaſed to one third 
—— 
occaſion etting thei s to dairy- men, and to 
thoſe who feed black cattle. | | 
IN Tipperary, by the account given by the gentle - 
men of that county, the ſheep are much decreas'd, 
and they haye begun to feed black cattle, and to till 
the lands there; and this ſeems agreeable to an extract 

I took lately from the hearth- money books, where 1 

lind that che number of houſes in Tipperary in 1730, 
were 2647 more than in 1725 ; in the county of 
Cort there were 1 309 more; and in the county of 
Limerick 4.78 5 which muſt be occaſion d by the leſſen- 
ing their ſheep-walks, and turning their lands to other 
uſes. The account given of Galway was alſo to the 
lame purpoſe, that their ſheep was in moſt places leſ- 
ſen d in number, and their lands otherwiſe em- 


I avs it appears plainly, that the only counties in 
1 81 ih there — — A e flocks of 
ſheep, are Tipperary, Galway, Mayo, Roſcommon, Carlow 
and Weſtmeath, and one vich another not halt of theſe 
Ch employ d 2 2. ſo 8 are not fully 
ee coumties in Ireland employ d in grazing ſhecp. 
By this our brethren in 2 that if 
prudent methods are taken, Ireland in a little time 
will have no more wool or woollen manufacture, than 
i neceſſary for its home conſumption; and tho it 
is not to be deny'd, that ſmall quantities of wool 
and its manufactures are clandeſtinely exported, yet 
Tg not —— in ſuch quantity as has been imagin d 
| the decreaſe of the export of wool, and of 
. and bay yarn to Exgland. At the fame time 
he people, of Ireland may. ſee, that tho ſome few 
n may gain by the running of wool, G c. to 
* France, Spain or Portugal, yet that this branch 1 


s. +# © * 


157 
trade is not worth countenaricing,” much leſs tſſe 
ſtruggling for, or upon that” iccount breaking "the | 
« correſpondence which we have enjoy d of late 
with our friends in Britain, + Fane Aro they indulg 
as in the linnen and hempen manufactures; in hi 
we may fully imploy our poor, at as good wages as 
they can have by the ſpinning of wool; and at" the 
fame time we are ſure of 1 4 conftant 
market for the whole quantity of thoſe manufactufes 
which all the poor of this Kingdom can furniſh.” *+= 
I Hav t thus erideavour'd' to thew how little dr 
the kingdotti is etriploy'd under ſheep, and that even 
the greateſt part of the wool is neceflary to employ 
the clothiers in Dublin, who ſupply moſt part of thi 
kingdom with woollen goods; nor has it been ever 
known that any clandeſtine woollen trade has been 
carry d on at that port. It is alſo certain, that moſt 
of the woollen and bay yur ſpun in the weſt, 
as well as a great quantity Dublin, is exported 
to England; ſo that the only woollen goods clan- 
deſtinely exported, are ſome from the manufactury 
eſtabliſh'd at Cort, which alſo ſupplies many places 
in that neigibourhood with cloathing. Now whethet 
the quantity of woollen goods exported from thence, 
and the gain made by half a ſcore merchants and 
clothiers there; be worth comeſting, either on the 
one ſide or the other, I leave to the judgment of 
any who are indifferent and unprejudiced, either in 
England or Ireland. rg " 9 48 
By putting the laws already enacted in execution, 
(which are as ſevere as the nature of the crime will 
allow, for were it capital, Pm of opinion fewer would 
be convicted than even now are) the inconveniencies 
attending that clandeſtine trade would be ſo great, 
that the merchant would not find his account in that 
branch of trade; and ſince it may be eaſily made ap- 
pear that every perſon now concerned in tlie ſlieep- 
grounds, the wooll and the manufacture made of it, 
would make as great profit of their lands and labouts; 
by falling into the linen and hempen matufaftures} 
which would improve gradually as greater numbers 
vere employ'd in them; Ts it not then the common 
intereſt of Britain and Ireland to protnote the eſta- 
bliſking theſe ä as poſlible in 2 
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5 E glad to nd t chat the gentlemen i in the welt do 
. n 
there. is at preſent from — jor flax 
ind of it; the county of Cork having e 
2437 barrels, (which is about halt * n ty the 
ruſtees of the linnen board, by their ſmall fund, have 
zable to procure from abroad) and the whole 
ince of Ae en this year demanded = 


155 ther coming Ig and pron moting the ſow 
— * ey, will have the immediate profit * 
2 de eech _ ke raw and dreſſed flax; which 
be taken from them by the people in the 


north, there. > generally a. great quantity of each 


. — to the farmers and inners there 
And when 1 of manufac- 
tures, th — 4 teach their idle poor, as well as 


ey 
8 already learned to ſpin woell, to ſpin 
Me I EE dern F. 
contribute by furni chem with proper wheels 
0 — flax, and geek to make the ret Ratirable 
und p r for falce. By this means the number of te 
jous, will increaſe, and more lands be employ” 
in tillage and feeding cattle for their Reine, bo * 
_— — can lett their lands to advan- 
and hav Villages, and have well-paid 
be, or Fat —— their ſheep-walks. Thus b 
pr od, our brethren in Ea gland wi 
gain and the poor of Ireland will be as well 
employ'd-as they are at relent;.... 
Wour. o it not alſo a proper incourag zent, if 
the 5. per r given now by law to 
tte importer 8 re and 3 were ex- 
* to mm in icularly in the 
eſt, who- would ſave FE ſeed, by ack their 
aud hemp, and threſhing it out in the paper ſea- 
fon? for by Ns means our "Own e would keep 
that money in the om whic ven to 
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8 ium, inſtead of buying foreign flax-ſced, 
with their own at a moderate value. Bin 


© CoNnsDERING alſo, that upon repeated trials, our 
Iriſb ſail- cloth has out- worn Holland duck, even in 
Eaſt-India voyages, it would ſeem to be the intereſt 
of England to give a ſmall premium for Iriſb ſail- cloth 
imported to Britain, and to take from us what we 
could make for ſome years for the uſe of the navy; 
for it was upon account of our not having a 
market for it, as well as upon account ot our not having 
h of the materials to work upon, that this ma- 

nufacture is now at a ſtand here, after: having been al- ä 
ſiſted and ſupported many years by the linnen board: 9 
Whether this would not be more beneficial to England, 

by ſpeedily throwing us out of the woollen trade, and 

les expenſive to them, than ſending owlers to prevent 

our clandeſtine trade, they arc the heſt judges. 4 

Tus houſe. of commons has already ſhewed its re- 

ſentment againſt the promoters af this clandeſtine trade, 

by coming into vigorous reſolutions againſt the runners 

of wooll ; and it may be preſumed. that they will think 

it yet proper to addreſs his Grace to have the laws put 

in execution pin them; and Em convinc'd every 

gentleman in the kingdom will do his utmoſt to prevent 

2 trade ſo deſtructive to the joint intereſt of both king- 

doms; and alſo to promote the increaſe of the linnen 
manufacture in the weſt, and in thoſe counties where 

it has not yet obtained, as the beſt method to prevent 

it: In like manner we may hope that the truſtees of the 

linnen board, who have hitherto acted with ſo much in- 

tegrity and vigour, in extending this manufacture over 

the whole kingdom, will promote its increaſe in the weſt 

aſſoon as poſhble, with their utmoſt ability: And I 

thirtk this is the utmoſt can be done by the people of 

Ireland to convince our friends in Exgland that we fully 

deſign to preyent the clandeſtine woollen trade; for 

ſhould we go further, and ſtop our manufacturers in 

the weſt at once, it would have the ſame fatal effect as 

when our woollen manufacture was at firſt prohibited 

to be exported; for by ſtopping it at once, we ſhould 

loſe the hands employ din it; they would immediately 
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4 ſed of changing our labour from wooll 
natural way to prevent it, and at the ſame time to 
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N Wonts Spain, or Portugal, and improve or eſth- 
bliſh thoſe manufactures where they have not yet been, 
vhich would be equally deſtructive to England, as when 
thoſe who had before tranſported themſelves to Framte 
and Germany, laid the foundation of, or promoted 
and improved the woollen manufacture in thoſe parts. 

{+ /Tnvs in a few years all the miſunderſtandings be- 
- tweet England and Ireland about wooll would be pre- 
vented, and no more wooll or manufacture made of 
it would be run abroad; and while Exglund continues 
to give all proper encouragement to our linnen and 


hempen manufactures, a perfect good correſpondence 


and harmony will be kept up between us, which is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the well-being of both kingdoms: 
Ius is the fulleſt and beſt account I can procure 
of the growth of our wool}, and of the nature of our 
woollen trade in Ireland, which you may plainly ſee 
is upon the decline, and that the clandeſtine trade is 
by no means ſo great as has been imagin'd,' but is 
confin'd to a few, and is not of that conſequence as 
to embroil us with England. The few obſervations 
have offer d by you to the publick, and the method 


promote our common happineſs. This is the view T 
Jo in communicating my thoughts to you at Preſent 
upon this ſubject, and leave it to your better Conſi- 


ths $ J am, S I R, * 
, 15 Tour moſt humble Servant, 
| 3 DE60 
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